
Leah Palestrant, Executive Director of the Springboard Fellowship at Hillel International, is a seasoned 
professional with over a decade of experience in learning and development for education nonprofits. 
Prior to joining Hillel, she honed her skills in training and Alumni strategy at City Year Jacksonville and 
Teach For America and also spent time here in Duval County as a high school Biology teacher. A 
dedicated community volunteer, Leah coaches basketball for Special Olympics and aids in manatee 
rescues with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission. A graduate of The Ohio State University with a 
degree in Zoology and Psychology, she now resides in Jacksonville, Florida, with her husband, their son 
Dawson, and their 2 husky mix pups. Leah is also an active member of Congregation Ahavath Chesed, 
participates in the Daughters of Abraham book club, and serves on the Board of the Interfaith Center of 
Northeast Florida. 
 


